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HE vocational opportunities open to the blind through 

rehabilitation work are legion. In factories, offices, busi- 
ness, agriculture and the professions they have demonstrated 
their ability to compete on equal terms with the seeing. In 
almost every occupation some job can be found which can be 
successfully carried on without sight. 

Yet in spite of these potentialities, the proportion of capable 
blind persons remuneratively employed is sadly low and this 
is largely due to lack of adequate vocational guidance and 
placement service. It is only the exceptional blind man who, in 
spite of his handicap, is able to analyze his own abilities fairly, 
select his vocation wisely, secure necessary training, and “‘sell”’ 
himself to a potential employer. For the large majority some 
helping hand must make the connection between the blind 
worker and the job, and at present there are not enough 
“helping hands” to go around. 

Increased funds and personnel for the rehabilitation service 
would in various ways make possible more adequate service to 
the blind. 

1. Many states have no special agency responsible for the 
guidance and placement of the adult blind. Here the rehabilita- 
tion agent is most sorely needed for he is the only source of 
vocational aid for the sightless. Excellent as has been the work 
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those disabled in industries rank along with our trees, hogs and 
many other similar things which are receiving aid from the 
Federal government, not excepting even the question of Fed- 
eral‘aid for the building of roads. So long, fas Federal aid is 
granted for any cause whatever it would séem to me that the 
appropriation for restoring the crippled/ and disabled should 
be a first obligation of the Federal government. 

It is particularly true during this time of economic depres- 
sion that the ‘price of depression As being borne in a larger 
measure by the childhood of America, than by any other single 
group. It will take the next teat or fifteen years to reveal the 
price that childhood has paid if stunted bodily growth, limited 
mental development\ and a / ‘decrease in moral and spiritual 
resources of the childs \due, to conditions which we are facing 
at the present time. 

It would seem to one, who was especially interested in 
childhood that the first’ and\ \primary obligation of local, state, 
county and Federal governments is to see that wherever pos- 
sible this blow against childhood shall be withheld in as great 
a degree as possible. \ 

There are some people who object to Federal aid of any 
kind to the states. Whatever objection they may have on the 
ground of prixciple to any kind of Federal aid can have no 
bearing on the present problem until the Federal government 
revamps its/whole attitude. This opposition, therefore, should 
not be dirécted against probably the most \vital appropriation 
that the, federal government is making for eee work 
among /he states. 

This bill and the principle back of it has my Nene endorses 
ment. I hope that everything possible will be ‘done by all 
those agencies interested in the welfare of children, to further 
the passage of this bill. 
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already done for blind clients by the rehabilitation agents in 
such states, there are still many capable blind persons in need 
of service which cannot be given them unless the resources of 
the rehabilitation agency are increased. 

2. In states where state commissions or local associations 
for the blind have been established and are making some pro- 
visions for vocational service to their clients, there is still a 
large field open to the rehabilitation agent in cooperating with 
and supplementing their work. In some states, as, for in- 
stance, Minnesota, the rehabilitation agent sits in conference 
with the representatives of local and state agencies for the 
blind and with them helps to plan the vocational program for 
a new client. Provision of vocational or professional training 
for the blind is another of the problems in which the help of 
rehabilitation agencies is especially needed. Here, as above, 
it must be said that though there has already been splendid 
cooperation, many serious needs are still unmet. 

3. Young blind persons leaving the somewhat sheltered 
life of the residential schools have a most difficult adjustment 
to make if they wish to enter the business or industrial world. 
Recognizing the difficulties of this transition period, some 
schools provide field agents who help the young graduate to 
bridge over the gap, secure vocational training if necessary, 
and establish himself in life. In many schools, however, no 
such field agent is available, and in the resulting situation 
rehabilitation agents could make a most valuable contribution. 

4. One of the employment fields in which rehabilitation 
agents could do most for the blind, is in the establishment of 
stands in public buildings. It has been demonstrated over and 
over that a totally or partially blind man can operate a news— 
or confectionery — stand efficiently and profitably, and it 
affords one of the most satisfactory solutions of the employ- 
ment problem hitherto discovered. Public buildings offer par- 
ticularly good locations and there is a movement on foot to 
promote the establishment of such stands with blind operators 
in public buildings whether Federal, county, municipal or state. 
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REHABILITATION REVIEW 


By reason of their governmental character, state rehabili- 
tation agencies are in an unusually favorable position to aid 
in the promotion of such stands, either on behalf of their own 
sightless clients or in cooperation with some special agency for 
the blind. Here is a field which, if fully developed, would 
afford economic independence to numerous capable blind men 
and women throughout the country. 

These are some of the ways in which, with increased funds, 
state rehabilitation agencies might directly improve vocational 
service for the blind. Of the indirect ways in which they could 
promote service, space permits only mention of two—promo- 
tion of legislation favorable to the employment of the handi- 
capped, and education of the public to a better understanding 
of the problem—both of which are most important in the 
achievement of our goal. the economic and social adjustment 


of the blind. 
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